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The Governor and Amirs of Aleppo also left with their troops,
and halted a day's march from the city.

The infantry with them amounted to five thousand;
these troops received at that time a month's pay from the
Sultan. These were followed by Chief Amir Si Bai, Deputy
of Damascus, Tamraz, Deputy of Tripoli, Tara Bai, Deputy of
Safad, and the Deputies of Iloms and of Gazah. Their
departure from Aleppo took place on the 17th of the month
Rejeb.

A rumour had got about that Ibn 'Othman was advancing
from one direction and Ibn Suwar from another. Then the
Sultan gave orders for the Army to march from Aleppo and
occupy Jilan, in order to engage the rebel Ibn 'Othman,
saying that he himself and the Amirs would shortly follow to
take part in the battle, and that the issue would be in
accordance with God's will.

This is an extract from a letter of the commander of the
Faithful to his son Ya'kub. The same letter gives prices at
Aleppo ; the price of barley was 27 nisfs an ardebb ; bread
3 dirhems a ratl; cheese 2 nisfs a ratl; meat 9 dirhems a ratl;
Egyptian molasses half a feddah a ratl. The price of wheat
went up as high as 2 ashrafis an ardebb; and vetches (for
camel-fodder) were selling at 124 dirhems the ardebb.

The Sultan issued an imperial edict to the Dawadar con-
taining instructions as to his subjects. The imported
Memlooks in quarters were not to molest the people or
disturb the tradesmen. The Dawadar was to inquire into
the cases of all those in the prisons, of both sexes, and to
release debtors and others, in fact all except those imprisoned
for a capital offence.

He also sent orders that if the road to the Hejaz were clear
of Arabs, the pilgrimage to Mecca was to be started from
Cairo, but that if the road was dangerous there was to be no
pilgrimage that year. The imported Memlooks were to be
forbidden to leave their quarters and enter the town, and
anyone of them molesting the people was to be summarily